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A newsletter for the Bolejack, Bolerjack families, and all descendants of Joseph
Ferdinand Bullitschek, a Moravian immigrant, born in L729 i-n Bohemia, who came
to America in 1754 and lived in Pennsylvania and North Carolina.
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PENNSYLVANIA RETJNION

l-990

NEWS

If you missed the l-990 reunion in Pennsylvania, we missed you. Some said this
was the best reunion yet. But I would be a poor judge, because I have liked
them all.
There were only 29 people that registered. Illness kept Evan and
Marge, Everette and Margaret, and Howard and Ruby Boyles away. Other problems
prevented Vance and Marge Hampton from coming. We prayed for you all and we
sincerely hope that all of you are improving and are feeling better.
in at the motel on Thursday morning. Troy and Peggy Bolerjack'
were the only other ones there until later in the day. As the others began
arriving, it got so noisy in the ha11s that one would have thought we hadnrt
seen each other for a year.
We checked

Thursday night, we ate in the Bird-in Hand Family Restaurant, then gathered in
meeting room that was provided for us. It was good to visit with everyone.

a

Friday morning we went to Lititz.
Thanks to Dorothy Lindquist and Marilyn
who
went
the
Moravian
Church Office and asked if we could look
Gilliland,
into
around. We were taken on a tour of the Girlrs Home, which has been preserved
and restored as it was originally, as near as possible. There, vle sast a
pianoforte that it is believed that our Joseph helped to build while he was
training with David Tannenberg. Dr. Horne, a ninety year old man who was guite
knowledgeable about this building and the history of the area, was our guide.
Virgil said we were quite fortunate to have him tel1 us about this building.
From that building, we went to another house that had been a home provided for
the elderly women. It is now the museum which contained many j-nteresting
things to see and hear about. We toured the church which is still in use. This
Moravian Congregation was organized in 1-749.

had soup and sandwiches that night in the hospitality room then spent the
evening visiting and watching the video from last year.

We

Saturday morning we were taken on a bus tour through the Lancaster County
farmlands. Yes, we saw a lot of Horse drawn carriages. Our tour guide was
delightful and gave us a lot of information about the Amish people that live in
the area. This made me appreciate the comforts that we enjoy and the Christian
beliefs that we have. We enjoyed stopping at several Amish stores featuring
hand. make items.

Dinner was served to us in a special room at the restaurant. After this we
had a short business meeting. We had worked on the by-Iaws that had been
promised for two years. Copies of these were handed out for consideration and
to be discussed next year. The new officers for next year are: Dorothy
Lindquist, president; Marilyn Gilliland, vice president; Elvina Haney, reunion
coordinator; Marge Jamerson, secretary; Juanita Baker, treasurer and newsletter
editor. We voted to have the reunion in West Plains, Missouri, next year.
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Sunday morning J-9 family members attended the Moravj-an Church in Lititz.
John and I want to say "thank you" for allowing us to be your president and
coordinator for the last two years. Thank you for all your help and kind words.
And thank you for the card.s and letters we have received since we got home. I
might answer them by Christmas.

I have thoroughly enjoyed being coordinator, all except putting everything away
got home from Topeka last year. Hopefully we will see you next year.
-Areline Bolerjack

when we

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE ATTENDED THE REI]NION

IN LITITZ,

PENNSYLVANIA

Juanita (nee Bolerjack) Baker, Duncanville, TX
Byron and Betty Bolejack, Rural HaIl, NC
Glossie Bolejack, Rural HaIl, NC
EarI and Lula Mae Bolerjack, Winnsboro, Tx
Troy and Peggy Bolerjack, Amarillo, TX
Virgil and Margaret Bolerjack, Centralia, IL
.fohn and Areline Bolerjack, Enid, OK
Margaret (nee Bolejack) and Linville Brown, Walnut Cove, NC
Earnest Clark, Waterville, KS
Marilyn (nee Clark) Gilliland, Topeka, KS
Elvina (nee Kern) Springfield, MO
Margie (nee Bolerjack) and ,fack .Tamerson, Joliet, IL
Barbara (nee Wright) and Kenneth Jones, Bay Shore, NY
Dorothy (nee Clark) Lindquist, Waterville, KS
Bruce Nutsch, Atchison, KS
Marjorie (nee Strong) Nutsch, Washington, KS
Sandy Nutsch, Washington, KS
Wilma (nee Bolerjack) and George Shepherd, Norris City, IL
Reba (nee Bolerjack) and frvin Wright, Oklahoma City, OK
FAMTLY LETTER FROM JOSEPH BY ARELINE BOLERJACK

l4y Own Dear Family,

It is good to see you assembled here again today and to see the love you have
for one another. When I see how many of you love the Lord, I feel like PauI
when he said, t'I have sown the seed, someone else watered and God gave the
increase." You, as parents, have watered this seed of loving and serving the
Lord, in the lives of your children.
I came to this area where you are now, I indeed felt God had led me to a
land that flowed with milk and honey. I was not promi-sed an easy Iife, but I
personalized the promises that God gave to the Children of Israel in Deuteronomy
30 and 3L, that if I was obedient to the things God commanded, He would be with
me in this new land, that I would be prosperous in all the work of my hands and
in the fruit of my body, the young of my livestock and the crops of my land. I
walked in the ways of the Lord as I knew them. And He did exceedingly and
When
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I also took personally the commandment that I was to teach my family the WAYS OF
GOD, when I was sitting in my house, walking by the way, lying on my bed and
rising up. I also accepted His promise that if I did these things my family
would be blessed to the third and fourth generation. And I see today that God
that promise, not just to the third and fourth
has been faithful to fulfill
generation, but to the seventh and eighth generation.
You indeed serve a faithful

God who can do no wrong.

This land looked different when I came here. We worked hard to clear the land
and to build our homes. But, oh, the joy of the new country made all our hard
work worth it many times over. To have the freedom to choose our way of life'
to raise our families according to our principals and the opportunity to speak
up for what we thought was right, has been a blessing from God. When I see you,
ny family, here today, it makes all the hardships, deprivations and persecutions
and ridicule that we endured both in the o1d country and here j-n America, all
worthwhile.

Remember, Godrs love over us is l-ike an urnbrella to shield us when we need it.
Nothing ever comes to us except it passes through our Heavenly Father's hand
first.

Peace, love and grace be unto you, from God our Father.
Your Joseph

LITITZ:

FOIJNDED BY MORAVIANS

IN

1755

Lititz was named after Lidice of Bohemia, Czechosl-ovakia - and for good reason.
The heritage of both towns is closely linked to the Moravian Church.
In l-456 the followers of John Hus had found refuge at Lidice (pronounced
"Lititz"), according to "A Brief History of Lititzr" by Mary Augusta Huebener.
Within the next 12 months they founded the Moravj-an Church, the oldest of the
Protestant denominations.
The history of the New World Lititz began Ln 7742. Count Nicholas Louis von
Zinzendorf, patron of the renewed Moravian Church, paid a visit to Jacob Huberrs
This was at a time of religious
house (still standing, a mile north of Lititz).
awakening which saw the preaching of itinerant ministers from the Moravian
settlement of Bethlehem.

Zinzendorf addressed some of the neighboring farmers - all except Huberrs
nearest neighbor, John George Klein, who held a prejudice against the count.
The next day Klein had a change of heart and followed Zinzendorf to Lancaster,
heard him preach in the courthouse, and was struck with religious zeal.
The seed planted in Klein grew and over the next 13 years he became more
involved with the Moravian Church.. When Count Zinzendorf made known his desire

Continued from page 3
to establish a Moravian community marked by strict

-4spiritual supervision and
void of worldly influences, Klein saw his calling. In 1755 he formally
transferred to the church his farm of 491 acres for this purpose and in l-756 the
town of Lititz was founded in Warwick Township.
-Copied from the L990 edition of LITITZ
HALLER BARN AND

HOUSE

As we stood in front of the l'loravian Church on Church Square, Dr. Horne
pointed to the Haller barn. We could see the roof of the barn 2 or 3 blocks
directly in front of the church. This barn was build by John Henry Ha11er, on
the farm given to the church by Mr. Klein. John Haller was Joseph's fatherin-law, the father of Maria Charl-otte Haller. We were able to go in and see the
ground floor and the remains of equipment from the days when it was a tobacco
warehouse. Several years ago it was converted into an apartment building.
There are seven nice apartments in it now. Marilyn, Dorothy, and I were j-nvited
in the see the inside of one of the apartments.

There, next to the HaLler Barn, is the Ha1ler House, which is divided into three
apartments. The lady living in one of the apartments let us look inside.
John Haller was a capable builder. The buildings are in good repair and are
still providing shelter.

It was a wonderful experience to be in this area, to see this house and barn,
and to walk where our ancestors walked.
I also enjoyed shopping there. It is fun to find Christmas ornaments that
remind me of my roots. I bought 4 beautiful Moravian stars this time.
-Juanita Baker
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given by Vercie H. Bolejack and Bonnie Bolejack
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given by Virgil and Margaret Bolerjack

CEII4ETERY CONTRIBUTIONS

C. L. and Marie Wagoner
Troy and Peggy Bolerjack
Proceeds from the country store were $150.50. We still need about $400.00
to get the leveling, landscaping and improvements for the Bolejack Cemetery.
Send to: ,Juanita Baker, 230 Swan Ridge Drive, Duncanville, TX 75137-3126

rN WEST pLArNS, MTSSOURT rN l-99L
Schedule your vacation so you can be with us in Missouri.
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